
 

 

 

Inside this Issue: 

Reaction to the 

Presidential Election  

============== 

 History of Santa 

1 

The Hungry Otter 3 2 

Christmas Trivia 3 

Dear Lizzy 2 4 

Energy in a Jar 5 

December Fun Page 6 

Max’s Music 2 

============== 

Upcoming Events 

7 

School Culture: 

Cliques 

8 

Winter Jokes 9 

The End... 10 

  

Produced By NTMS’ Newspaper Club  

NTMS EXPRESS DECEMBER 12, 2016 

VOLUME 3 ISSUE 2 

 

The 2016 presidential election was very debatable. There were many  
controversial topics with assortment of  wacked out responses. It was 
difficult to like either candidates as they were so  polar opposites. In 
our school, the election was described as “stupid, dumb, laughable, 
and a joke." It appeared no one liked this election. Maybe it’s be-
cause students didn’t know the real issues that our country faces.  All 
students heard were the candidates bicker about stamina and Putin. 
If they would get themselves together, pull on their big girl and big 
boy pants and talk like adults, we’d understand what’s happening and 
be more involved. Many students seem apathetic to what is going on 
with our government, the issues and the outcome of the election, but 
there are many students who truly do care. 

                                                    ~Evan Clausen 

==================================================== 

The History of Santa 

In 1822, an American author, Clement Clarke Moore, published a fifty
-six line poem titled "A Visit from Saint Nicholas" (The Night Before 
Christmas) However, what he didn't know, is that this would change 
the jolly man known as Santa Claus forever. He took inspiration from 
Saint Nicholas, a fourth century bishop known for gifting, and Sin-
terklaas, the Dutch version of Saint Nicholas. Sinterklaas had merged 
with Odin, the pagan god of yule, who flew through the sky on an 
eight-legged horse. However, Moore changed Sinterklaas and Saint 
Nicholas quite a bit. Moore dressed Santa in American fur, gave him 
a pipe, and many dimples. And, like always, Santa had his sack over 
his shoulder, with toys for every girl and boy. He flew through the sky 
in a sleigh, led by nine reindeer. However, Moore didn't create the 
Santa we know and love today, the illustrator Thomas Nast did. Nast 
added the naughty and nice list, the elves, and most importantly, the 
North Pole workshop. He did this with his Christ-
mas illustrations in 1862. 

 

                   ~Elijah Wilbur and Sam Marranca 

 

 Krampus Korner : 
Krampus is the German 
version of Santa Claus. In 
contrast to Kris Kringle, 
Krampus punishes 
naughty children. 

Looks like the students of 

NTMS have future vision, be-

cause Trump 13 to 6. A little 

more than half  than Clinton. 
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~Alaina Roberts 

The Hungry Otter 3 

Originally a Tail by Salem Nyari 
Brief Summary of chapter one by Salem Nyari and chapter two by Alaina Roberts: Emmitt Otter has been alone all his life 

with his pet crab Greg. That’s until he meets Kelpintine, a waitress at the Animal Mammal Store. They go for coffee together every 
Wednesday until one evening Kelpintine asked Emmitt if she can eat Greg as she is getting weird cravings in which she wants crab. 
Kelpintine admits her romantic feelings towards Emmitt to him and they get in a fight ending with Kelpintine being thrown out of 
Emmitt’s house. 

 
“Up on the cove-top, beavers tap with claws, out jumps good old Santa Paws!” Sings Greg the crab as he strings red and 

green seaweed around the kelp cove. Just as he was about to hang up the last strand, he heard the voice of his partner, owner, 
and best friend Emmitt Otter. 

 
“Careful with those otterly thin pieces!” The furry creature said as he stumbled in struggling underneath the weight of a 

gigantic bush of kelp fashioned traditionally into the shape of a tree. Greg laughed lightly. “Don’t worry about ME! I’m more nerv-
ous about you dropping the Christmas tree!” 

 
It was Christmas time in Otter Town, and all around the world! It was a season of giving, laughter, fun, holiness, food, 

friends, and family! Sadly, Greg was the closest thing to family that Emmitt had left. His parents had been poached when he was 
just a young pup. The big-brained crab had thought that Emmitt and Kelpintine would’ve had a connection and maybe had a few 
litters of baby otters and lived a happy life. Greg may have been wrong so far, but that hadn’t stopped him from trying to make it 
happen. 

 
“Hey Emm, my main man, maybe for Christmas Eve dinner we should invite Kelpi-“ Greg would start, but a death stare 

and interruption from Emmitt would put an end to it. “Greg. No. SHE WANTED TO EAT YOU!” That was always the end of the con-
versation.  

 
A few hours later, when the kelp tree was all decorated and the den fully festive, Greg scuttled over to Emmitt, who was 

admiring the tree. “Hey, I’m going to head over to Fur-Real Deals and see if there’s anything there we could add. Got any sand 
dollars?” Emmitt gave him what he asked for and soon he was on his way. 

 
Greg had picked out the best Christmas bow tie for himself. It was scarlet red, dotted with tiny green pearls. It was per-

fect. As he stood in line for the cashier (who was a seal), he noticed that there surprisingly weren’t many creatures out and about 
doing last minute shopping. Just a poor-looking mussel standing in front of him waiting anxiously to talk to the cashier. When it 
was her turn to pay, he couldn’t believe what he heard. 

 
“Madam Seal, I wanna buy this bow for my mama please. It’s Christmas Eve and this purple bow is just her style…oh 

please could you hurry ma’am. Daddy says there’s not much time. You see, an otter spread a disease to her and she’s been sick for 
quite a while and I know this bow will make her smile. I want her to be beautiful if my Mama meets Jesus tonight…” The girl said. 
Greg stood in shock. He’d never heard quite a story. He watched as the seal counted the mussel’s seaglass for what felt like years 
just to say that there’s not enough there. The mussel girl searched her pockets frantically before she whirled to Greg desperately. 
She looked about his age to him, maybe a little younger. “Sir, what am I to do?! Somehow, I’ve got to buy this Christmas bow.” 

 
Greg laid the missing seaglass down. He just HAD to help her out. That crab knew he’d never forget the look on her face 

when she said, “Mama’s gonna look so great! I’m Pea, by the way. Pea Mussel. Oh, thank you sir!” She grinned at him and he 
smiled back at her when he replied with his name. She raced out the door, clutching that bow. That smile stayed on his face as he 
walked all the way home. 

 
But when he arrived home, the expression on Emmitt’s face was less than cheerful. “Greg! Thank the fish you’re back…I 

just received an echolocation call. It’s urgent. Greg…I have a sister.” 

TO BE CONTINUED…     
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AlAinA’s ChristmAs triviA                                                                                            
Prepare to be sleighed! 

Name that song!       3. Riddle 

 After a fall, I will take over. All life will     
stall, or  

So fair to be seen!                                                                                                      at least grow slower. 

Love and joy come to you,                        _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 And to you glad Christmas too” 
_ _ _ _   _ _   _ _ _ _   
_-_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 
1b. “Round yon virgin mother and child.  
 Holy infant, so tender and mild,  
 sleep in heavenly peace, 
 sleep in heavenly peace.” 
_ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ 
 
3c. “Out jumps Good Old Santa Claus 
 Down through the chimney with lots of toys 
 For all the little good girls and boys  
Ho, ho ho! Who wouldn't go? Ho, ho ho! Who wouldn't go?” 
_ _   _ _   _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 

Pun-tastic Riddles 
How do sheep in Spain say Merry Christmas? 
 Fleece Navidad! 
What did the Gingerbread Man put on his bed? 
 A cookie sheet! 
How did Scrooge win the football game?  
 The ghost of Christmas passed. 
What do you call a letter that is sent up the chimney?                 
Blackmail. 
What do Christmas trees and bad knitters have in common? 
 They both drop their needles. 
What do you call people who are afraid of Santa Claus? 
 Claustrophobic. 

Complete this trivia page and turn it 

in to Mrs. Wright by 12/19/16 to be 

entered in a drawing  for a treat from 

the school store! 

1a. “Here we come a-wandering,  
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Q: Dear Lizzy, 

   I’m cramped with homework, any advice?  

                ~ Frustrated Friend 

 

A: Dear Frustrated Friend, 

 Do you have enrichment where you can work on it? If not, there is 

an after school homework club two days a week! Just ask your team 

teachers where and when the next one is. 

    ~ Lizzy 

 

Q: Dear Lizzy, 

 I need help keeping my binder organized any tips? 

    ~ 39HardTime 

A: Dear 39HardTime,  

 I suggest you use dividers. Or you can also use some of your spare 

time in a study hall or enrichment, or even at home to clean it! 

    ~ Lizzy 

 

The newspaper is accepting questions for the Dear Lizzy column, drop off is in room 116

(Mrs. Wright’s Room) 
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    Supplies: 

 Mason jars 

 4 or more bags of different types of candy 

 labels that fit around the jar 

     

Steps: 

1. Get an empty Mason jar (empty jam jar)  

2. Buy multiple bags of different candy 

3. Arrange the candy in the Mason jar and put the lid 

on 

4. On a computer, type the logo “Energy in a Jar” and 

print. 

 

Link to labels: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-CdyxCeTSI1M/TpMOHbOHwCI/AAAAAAAABvs/

AQNgTajPXzQ/s1600/Everything+In+A+Jar.JPG 

 

 

Energy 

in a Jar 

A DIY Christmas 

Gift 

By  

Madison Lederhouse                     

   

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-CdyxCeTSI1M/TpMOHbOHwCI/AAAAAAAABvs/AQNgTajPXzQ/s1600/Everything+In+A+Jar.JPG
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-CdyxCeTSI1M/TpMOHbOHwCI/AAAAAAAABvs/AQNgTajPXzQ/s1600/Everything+In+A+Jar.JPG
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To be entered in a prize drawing, turn this page in to Mrs. Wright’s 
room by 12/19/16, #116, colored and completed! 
   
 

 

 

 

FUN PAGE!!! 
Megan Orlowski & Becca Geiger 

 Christmas Unscramble! 

Smcihrtas - __________________ 

Eret - ______________________ 

Nstaa - _____________________ 

Eiderenr - ___________________ 

Nswoamn - __________________ 

Rnomnaet - __________________ 

Lfe - ________________________ 

Coloring!!
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Max’s Music 2 by Max  Waliszewski 

  Hello again and welcome back to the Max’s Music Column. I am 

pleased to announce that the winner of the chorus shirt design contest 

was Alaina Roberts from Team Orion. Thank you to everybody that par-

ticipated in an attempt to show some respect to our beloved Middle 

School. Also our music school showcase is coming up... so get a song 

ready and get ready to show off your talent. 

Just a reminder that the Band Concert is coming up. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

. December 16 -10:30 a.m. Early Dismissal  

. December 20– 7th and 8th Winter Band Concert 

. December 23 to January 2– Winter Break 

. January 13— Winter Sports/Club Pictures 

. January 20– Marking Period 2 Ends 

. January 23— Marking Period 3 Begins 

. January 16— Choral Showcase 

. January 20– Presidents Day, No School 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 



 

 

Page 8 

VOLUME 3 ISSUE 2  

School Culture: Cliques 
By Gavin Crago 

 

I would like to make a disclaimer stating that this article is not geared toward any specific person, group of people, nor is it relating to events in 

NTMS. This article will be discussing common issues and scenarios throughout schools in the past years. Please enjoy. 

        Before we discuss cliques, it’s important to comprehend both the concept and 

mindset among cliques. A clique, by definition, is a small group of people with a 

shared interest or other features in common, who spend time together and don’t readily 

allow other people to join them. In this specific case, we are talking about the cliques 

in middle schools. 

        For many people, the first thing that comes to mind when talking about cliques is 

the stereotypical groups of kids in ever movie set in a high school: the jocks, the over-

achievers, the class clowns, the band geeks and so on. In these fictional high school’s 

people are separated in every way possible, by appearance, grades, their home life, and 

even in their hobbies and athletic ability. 

        Now that we can define what a clique is and have a mental image of what a 

clique might be, we can discuss why there are cliques. Humans may have superior 

brains to other known species, but it is by no means perfect. One of the biggest flaws 

to human mind is that we often develop something called heuristics. Heuristics are 

tools learned throughout evolution that help us deal with difficult situations.1 

        One psychological law the human brain uses to group things is called the availa-

bility heuristic. The availability heuristic is what causes humans to take things they 

don’t understand, and compare it with something that they do understand. This often 

causes people to believe that only people similar to them are good people. 

        To prevent the article from taking up half the newspaper, I’ll adjourn the science 

class and discuss the social and cultural aspect of it. In real schools, not fiction high 

schools with generic one-sided characters, but real schools filled with hundreds of 

people who have different experiences and opinions and can contribute to the world, 

there is no need for cliques. Separating and classifying everyone by their friends, ap-

pearance, home life, and things that don’t have control of is doing no good and will re-

sult in no less than divided people enveloped in fear and misunderstanding of each 

other. Making the effort to understand one another can make us a united, stronger, and 

happier world for everyone. 

1. https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/cognition-animal/ 

~Gavin Crago 
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Winter Jokes 
 

 

Q: What do elves do for an oral report? 

A: A present-tation! 

Q: What do you say when someone stands on your 

read copy of “Nose, Ring Dare”? 

A: Rude of the read “Nose, Ring Dare”! 

Q: Who gets the presents if the solar system had an 

only child? 

A: The Sun 

Q: Why does Santa have three gardens? 

A: So he can 'ho ho ho'! 

Q: Why did Santa's helper see the doctor? 

A: Because he had a low "elf" esteem! 

Q: Who delivers presents to cats? 

   A: Santa Paws! 

Q: What do you get if you cross Santa with a duck? 

A: Christmas Quacker! 

Q: What says Oh, Oh, Oh? 

A: Santa walking backwards! 

The last 5 questions were taken from http://

www.whychristmas.com/fun/cracker_jokes.shtml 
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The End…. But wait! 

There’s still more!!! 

Watch the Newspa-

per Club’s holiday 

greetings, use your 

smart phone to scan 

these QR codes.  

And don’t forget…  
If you want to see one of your articles in the 

newspaper, make sure to join our club!! 

 

Meetings are 

the first and 

third Tuesday 

of every month. 


